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U.S. Deputy Secretary of the Department of Interior visits Circle
of Life Academy

WHITE EARTH, MINN. — Although the Circle of Life Academy is currently closed to
students for in-school learning due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the school opened its
doors for Katharine MacGregor, U.S. Deputy Secretary of the Department of Interior
(DOI) on Thursday, Oct. 15.

The Circle of Life Academy (COLA) is a Bureau of Indian Education (BIE) grant school
and is currently operated by the White Earth Reservation Business Committee (RBC).
The BIE is an agency of the DOI. The school offers a comprehensive K-12 culturally-
based education program to Native American students residing on or near White Earth

Reservation.

COLA Superintendent Jenna Leadbetter and staff, along with White Earth RBC council
members and staff, welcomed MacGregor on behalf of the White Earth Nation. During a
tour of the school, several topics were discussed to include distance learning, food and
transportation issues, special education services, Covid-19 mitigation measures,
importance of Ojibwe language and culture revitalization, and the need for broadband

internet services for students and community members.

The tour ended with a demonstration of COLA’s Smart Bus, part of a pilot project that
outfits a school bus with wi-fi. The bus then visits communities where students, who are

currently distance learning, can use the wi-fi. COLA officials consider this a short-term



solution due to the distance between the school and where students live on the

reservation. Plus, the satellite connectivity is spotty due to the lack of cellular towers.

MacGregor appreciated the feedback and said she was impressed with the school and
its scenic location on Mission Lake.
-30-

Attachments:

Photo 1: Circle of Life Academy Superintendent Jenna Leadbetter, left, gives U.S.
Deputy Secretary of the Department of Interior Katharine MacGregor a tour of the
school’s library on Thursday, Oct. 15.

Photo 2: Circle of Life Academy Superintendent Jenna Leadbetter, right, demonstrates
COLA’s Smart Bus to U.S. Deputy Secretary of the Department of Interior Katharine
MacGregor on Thursday, Oct. 15. COLA was selected to participate in a pilot program

that outfits a school bus with wi-fi.

Photos by Gary W. Padrta



T ——————— S

IHE KEEP
|HE CHAIN

..h..w //

i a4 ASAN.

i kdd

= A T Ty Y S —

- - |. ry ,.- 4....!.
....H..:...L..._”._.m__...,..._..*.:.. ._.. ___.__. 7/_1*

.__._' 5 | » _
FRDRICH yHADI

S

& a® N

— - — ik re.m

S

} pmamInE EANQICH TUR DI ATUD AT ) y ;

i - S —
_— " " § . 1 1 |

| R EROAIGH - THE pLAbYE ubal [ | GEPHART = L (g

- e
yr— - A < | . .
. " —— m————— : U A— g g S i [ Lt L] L]
- i - mmmr—— . -
5 ’ 1 T i me
L] G - . i Y L .

=

TRIL
FEIERABDEND
Pl

ML &IAMNMIIN L _LIBSEN . -+
Whs Ivea-toy Bases

e

e e e S PRIPRABEND = MAURER FENNIE B NRINS

——

= RPEEY TN

. J..J
WY b e bni il bore Wi A Waoaaa

- — RS

e

— L g, g
.l.lbli_.lr...lfl[rill.‘rtllll._. _—

i P = - . -

.r. .'_ .- - .|.-...
RO L e
o AT s - ol 3
-_-..L. - .

- nl.:_...._._r.. - 28

;;..q.. .z,;:z,
o = £ i F il . ¥ ; = L5

~ SANCTU B s e A

- ' v L - 3 i .I”. ; L P 2 / . & - o

- . o gl P 3 4 - > 5 1 .

-
- . iN. ¥, . _E l....n
] . Ay Yo |
' %

) osassen . Ou o6SEIhBOuof 1 i

ey

! < . i _\. — ...x...n.:_n{\:_r,_‘i:_:
« 4 _JL P - = T -

qA* IWC \..“._v..f 100 = ; .......I\““._ — .
. -- | e cmercn & Ruby Holler

A e ey g W
B LILY S FORY 11 - :
. . ____..ﬂ_.—n.: . ........zw.:,#__uw_jﬂ“.," .

/] SRR prUCe Cat .

.8 v Eawd Ll

il = THE DARKTNWINDING

\.\— CREECH #2=  (Chasing Red EEEEE

e Uk, Tl e W 1 Rt
N iy R T

@ =PERFECTS - R

o

__1.-__-..._:_:12

irvel Wl BAD KITTY
BRUEL BADEYKITTY L _ - Jc" 3 ot T

RADYKITTY

.
\IHI ¥ BAD ITTY : _u_
B
—

()

ORI
NO TALKING

L BRUEL g¥ PADKITTY

BAD = ITTY

§ PRUEL DsVITYY

BRUEL BAD ™ KITTY
o —
BRUEL BAD™MKITYTY

1 1] "B | 1

S d b hakA NI il R ___.L_.:_.T.::; 1

E
"
& -

-
i
Ll
4

-’ \. ’ : iy .ul

-,
&
PR & T ()
.|||||1!.II- W L il ¥, — -
~

Tt LN The LAST XIDS oN

=



-----

EMERGENCY EXIT

N ASTRONONS e

i@ :&; o
KL
g_-_\"&l Wach ™

[/
o

e

‘ix;m G,
NN Ty 1 .

.

T s
For Ll il
' 'y

Y

4.4 J""n- P S —_—
TN S e P

- 1.4——-'..5-';“-“;-“.‘;1 e .'4;11

VLT S LA ST

S

o
L

R Vs

ke

L e e e T T,

-

- S

e e ”""\ﬂ.rﬁ'.‘h‘“: wre ‘.-:E.“T_u
5 ok N i

:- bt} A
gl S iy § s
- --ﬂ"."q

=
- b B
i 2

EER K T L T

e

e A A R
I

L

r
o A

o
e ol

ey

i
y
&
¥
&
"-
2

7
b



